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Naoscach / Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)
Overview

A small, highly camouflaged wader that suddenly flushes from the ground in areas of long
vegetation. They fly in a characteristic zig-zag pattern to confuse predators. The Irish
population is estimated at around 3,500 breeding pairs.

Breeding habitat: Grassy tussocks in wet unimproved grassland and boggy areas.

Identification
« Rich brown, pale buff, and black streaked plumage.
« Very long straight bill.
« Length: 23 to 28 cm.
« Wingspan: 39 to 45 cm.
« Call: Produce bleating goat like sounds when doing display flights over breeding
territories, called ‘drumming’.

Breeding
« Adult birds return to breeding areas March to April.
« Breeding season: early March to the end of July.
« Typically lays 3 to 4 eggs.
« Incubation lasts 18 to 20 days.
« Chicks are nidifugous, leaving the nest shortly after hatching.
« Young fledge 19 to 20 days after hatching.

Migration
« Largely migratory with large flocks overwintering in Ireland.
» Birds migrate to Ireland from breeding grounds in Faeroe Islands, Iceland and
northern Scotland in winter-time.

Plumage

Snipe show only subtle seasonal changes in plumage and retain much the same
appearance throughout the year. During spring and summer, breeding birds display fresh,
richly coloured plumage with warm brown, buff and black tones, creating the excellent
camouflage for which the species is renowned. The pale golden stripes on the back and
head are often more distinct, giving breeding birds a slightly more contrasting
appearance.

During autumn and winter, the overall pattern remains largely unchanged, but the
plumage gradually becomes duller and less contrasting through feather wear. Brown and
buff tones may appear slightly greyer, although the species retains its characteristic
striped appearance and excellent camouflage.
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Disturbance

If a Snipe is disturbed during the breeding season, it will typically rely on its excellent
camouflage, remaining motionless among vegetation until the last moment before
suddenly taking flight. Adults may give harsh alarm calls and fly erratically away from the
nest or chicks to draw attention away from the breeding area. Snipe nests are well
concealed on the ground in wet grasslands, bogs and marshes, where eggs and chicks
depend heavily on remaining undetected.

Repeated disturbance can cause stress, interrupt incubation and feeding, and increase
the risk of nest failure. If you hear alarm calls or observe agitated behaviour, please move
away from the area promptly, keep dogs under close control, and follow any local
signage.

‘ ))) Alarm Call



https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Snipe-alarm-call.mp4
https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Snipe-alarm-call.mp4

	Overview
	Identification
	Breeding
	Migration
	Disturbance

