
Pilibín / Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

Overview
A striking medium sized wader often seen in large flocks in wintertime. The Lapwing is
the national bird of Ireland, with a population of around 800 breeding pairs.

Breeding habitat: Damp lowland grasslands, agricultural land, bogs, and heath. Prefers
short vegetation that grows thicker during the season. 

Identification
Iridescent upperparts with a black and white face and collar.
Tall black wispy crest on top of their head. 
Rounded tips to their wings with black and white underparts.
Length: 28 to 31 cm.
Wingspan: 82 to 87 cm.
Call: A series of rapid bubbling, squeaking, and whistling notes.

Breeding
Adult birds return to breeding areas February to March.
Breeding season: mid to late March to the end of July.
Typically lays 3 to 4 eggs.
Incubation lasts 25 days.
Chicks are nidifugous, leaving the nest shortly after hatching.
Young fledge 35 to 40 days after hatching.

Migration
Generally resident in Ireland year-round.
Numbers increase in winter-time with migrating birds from Europe.

Plumage
Lapwing show moderate seasonal changes in plumage. During spring and summer,
breeding adults display a glossy green and purple sheen on the upperparts, a prominent
crest, and bold black-and-white markings. 
In autumn and winter, the plumage becomes slightly duller, with reduced iridescence and
less extensive black markings on the face and throat.
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Disturbance
If a Lapwing is disturbed during the breeding season, it will typically become highly alert
and vocal, giving loud alarm calls while flying around the source of disturbance. Lapwings
are particularly tenacious defenders of their nesting territories and will actively mob
potential predators, including crows, gulls, foxes, and even much larger animals. Adults
may perform distraction displays or make repeated low passes to drive intruders away
from nests and chicks.
This bold and aggressive behaviour makes Lapwing effective at defending breeding
areas, and other ground-nesting bird species will often choose to nest nearby, benefiting
from the Lapwing vigilance and willingness to confront predators. 

Repeated disturbance can still cause stress, interrupt incubation and feeding, and
increase the risk of nest failure. If you hear alarm calls or observe agitated behaviour,
please move away from the area promptly, keep dogs under close control, and follow any
local signage.
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Alarm Call

https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Lapwing-alarm-call.mp4
https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Lapwing-alarm-call.mp4
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