
Feadóg bhuí / European Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria)

Overview
A medium sized wader with distinctive gold speckled plumage. Called ‘feadóg bhuí’ in
Irish, meaning yellow whistle owing to the high-pitch alarm calls and golden mantle. Irish
population estimated around 150 breeding pairs.

Breeding habitat: Upland bogs, marshes, heather moors, and acidic grasslands. 

Identification
Speckled gold and black upperparts with a black and white throat and belly. 
Male birds have more black on their throat and bellies compared to females.
Short stubby black bill. 
Length: 26 to 29 cm.
Wingspan: 67 to 76 cm.
Call: A high-pitched repetitive ‘puu’ whistle. 

Breeding
Adult birds return to breeding areas April to May.
Breeding season: early May to the end of July.
Typically lays 3 to 4 eggs.
Incubation lasts 28 to 31 days.
Chicks are nidifugous, leaving the nest shortly after hatching.
Young fledge 25 to 33 days after hatching.

Migration
Winters in in Ireland large flocks, sometimes consisting of thousands of individuals. 
Irish Golden Plover have also been recorded wintering in mainland Europe.

Breeding Plumage 
Striking breeding plumage with black face, throat, breast and belly.
Bold white stripe running from the forehead down the sides of the neck and body.
Upperparts richly patterned with golden and black speckling.
Breeding adults are highly conspicuous on upland bogs, heaths and moorland.
The strong contrast between the black underparts and golden upperparts makes the
species easy to identify during the breeding season.
Despite being in significant decline, the Golden Plover remains one of Ireland's most
distinctive breeding waders during spring and summer.
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Wintering Plumage
Black breeding plumage is replaced by pale buff and whitish feathers.
Bold white neck stripe is absent or greatly reduced.
Face and breast appear mottled brown and buff.
Golden-spangled upperparts remain visible but are less contrasting.
The golden colouration is much more evident in winter than during the breeding
season.
Often found in larger flocks on coastal grasslands, estuaries and farmland during
winter.

Disturbance
If a Golden Plover is disturbed during the breeding season, it will typically become alert
and give clear, plaintive alarm calls while keeping watch over the nest or chicks. Adults
may fly around the source of disturbance, calling repeatedly and attempting to draw
attention away from vulnerable young. Chicks leave the nest shortly after hatching and
rely on camouflage and remaining still to avoid detection.

Repeated disturbance can cause stress, interrupt incubation and feeding, and increase
the risk of nest failure. If you hear alarm calls or observe agitated behaviour, please move
away from the area promptly, keep dogs under close control, and follow any local
signage.

Andrea Parisi © Andrea Parisi © 

Breeding Plumage Wintering Plumage

Alarm Call

https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Golden-plover-alarm-call.mp4
https://breedingwaders.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Edited_Golden-plover-alarm-call.mp4
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