
Crotach / Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata)

Overview
The largest wader in Ireland and Europe. The Curlew's scientific name, Numenius
arquata, derives from Greek and Latin words meaning "arched new moon", a reference to
its distinctive long, downcurved bill. The Irish population is estimated 100-120 breeding
pairs.

Breeding habitat: Bogs, rough pastures, and meadows. 

Identification
Long decurved bill. Bill is longer in females. 
Mottled brown plumage with dark streaks. 
White rump that extends onto lower back, visible in flight. 
Length: 50 to 60 cm.
Wingspan: 89 to 106 cm.
Call: An ascending “cur-lee” whistle, or a series of rapid bubbling notes. 

Breeding
Adult birds return to breeding areas February to March.
Breeding season: late March to end of July.
Typically lays 3 to 4 eggs.
Incubation lasts ~30 days.
Chicks are nidifugous, leaving the nest shortly after hatching.
Young fledge 32 to 38 days after hatching.

Migration
Winters along coastal areas and wetland habitats around Ireland.
Birds migrate to Ireland from breeding grounds in the UK and Scandinavia in 

      winter-time.

Plumage 
Curlew observed at the start of the breeding season have fresh plumage, displaying
warmer brown tones and more distinct markings. During late autumn and winter, Curlew
are most often found on estuaries and coastal mudflats, where they generally appear
duller and greyer in non-breeding plumage. The transition between these plumages is
gradual, resulting in subtle rather than dramatic seasonal changes in appearance.

Disturbance
If a Curlew is disturbed during the breeding season, it will typically become alert and give
loud, bubbling alarm calls while moving away from the nest or chicks. Adults may fly
overhead, call repeatedly, or attempt to distract potential threats by drawing attention
away from the nesting area. Curlew chicks are nidifugous and leave the nest shortly after
hatching, hiding in vegetation when danger is nearby while remaining under the watch of
their parents.



Crotach / Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata)

Repeated disturbance can cause stress and reduce breeding success. If you hear alarm
calls or observe agitated behaviour, please move away from the area promptly, keep
dogs under close control, and follow any local signage.

Confusion species
A similar species, the Whimbrel, arrives in Ireland each year in May and is often confused
with the Eurasian Curlew. Commonly known in Ireland as the "May Bird", the Whimbrel
passes through on migration but does not breed here.

Whimbrel
A passage migrant in spring and autumn; does not breed in Ireland. The core of the
population breeds in Iceland and Scandinavia. 
Smaller than the Eurasian Curlew.
Has a distinctive call, a rapid series of clear, whistling notes.
Can be identified by the dark stripe that crosses the eye and gives the impression of a
pale eyebrow.
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